A 31-year-old man on phenytoin for post-traumatic epilepsy developed transient hemiparesis contralateral to the injury. This appeared to have been precipitated by phenytoin intoxication. A possible mechanism for focal neurological deficit occuring in brain-damaged patients on phenytoin is discussed.
Introduction
The common neurological manifestations of phenytoin toxicity are nystagmus, ataxia and dysarthria. Rarely, phenytoin toxicity may result in mental changes and focal neurological signs (Levy and Fenichel, 1965) such as unilateral choreoathetosis (Reynolds, 1975) hemihyperaesthesia (Reynolds and Travers, 1974) and progressive hemiparesis (Morris, Fischer and Bergin, 1956) . These (Morris et al., 1956; Findler and Lavy, 1979) . In those cases, as in our case, the patients had suffered some form of brain damage before phenytoin administration, and the hemiparesis was contra- (Lust, Goldberg and Passonneau, 1975 
